From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 09:08:18 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 07:33:56 -0600 

Message-Id: <950106040010317@digcir.cts.com> 

From: lin.robertson@digcir.cts.com (Lin Robertson) 
Subject: RE: B&W COAX SWITCHES UPD 


Does anyone out there run a HQ-180A with (oh, horrors!) a digital 
frequency readout? 


I have one counter gathering dust set for an IF of 455 Khz, and I was 
wondering if I could hook it up to the HQ...BUT: 


1. Where I should tap into the circuit to get an accurate reading (the 
mixer grid??) 


2. What kind of a tap should I use to avoid loading down the circuit of 
the HQ? 


I have seen this done, but it's been 15 years...any help would be 
sincerely appreciated... 


73 DE LIN/KI6EF 


-Lin Robertson 

Pocket Mouse Productions 

"In order to ensure malfunction, lock down equipment 
plates securely" 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 19:52:12 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 18:17:51 -0600 

Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9501061913 .A20009-0100000@larry> 
From: Tony Germanotta <german@infi.net> 

Subject: RE: B&W COAX SWITCHES UPD 


I recently hooked a frequency counter to my HQ180AX and it works fine, 
as long as I use a nearby calculator to adjust for the offset. The 455 
unit you are talking about should do ok, but only on the lower bands. The 
180s use a 455 KC local oscillator up to 7.8 MHZ and then switch to 3035. 
On my unit, it is actually 453 and 3033, so something is off a few 
cycles. I guess I could tweak things up better, but everything works just 
fine the way it is. 
The way to tap into the thing is to find the local oscillator tube, a 
6c4, I believe (it's the one on the left up front between the alignment 


caps and coils with the radio facing you) and get a small piece of hookup 
wire. You pull the 

tube, wrap the wire around the cathode pin, I think it's pin 7, and then 
reinsert the tube. Now you run a separate wire to your display and twist 
the two wires together a few times to form a gimick capacitor. It works 
fine with my radio and should do so with yours. If your display is very 
sensitive, you might be able to get by by just coiling the wire from it 
around the outside of the tube itself. Mine works that way on the lower 
frequencies, but not on Medium Wave or on the higher bands. 

I get a reading 453 KHZ higher than the actual received frequency 
(3033 higher on the top bands) So you subtract that offset with the 
pocket calculator and you have a readout accurate to the capabilities of 
your frequency counter. Mine reads down to the .01 kc. 

One thing I notice is 
that my frequency counter generates some noise on the higher frequencies, 
so I find my place and then shut it down. I am thinking about springing 
for one of the new kits that allows you to program in multiple offsets 
and do away with the hand calculator. But if you buy a calculator that 
allows you to do repeat calculations, you just have to subtract that 
offset once, then plug in the new reading and hit the equal sign later. I 
have that on a $3 or so calculator I picked up that is solar powered to 
boot. Good luck. PS, you may also find that the display changes your 
SSB operation a bit. I had to retweak my bfo and calibrator stages. 


It sure is a great radio, and the digital display may be a bit of a cop 
out, showing a lack of old fashioned sw ability, but it makes the thing a 
whole lot more valuable for dxing to me. Now I can tell if I'm hearing 
something on 9022 or 9025 or if it is one of those Peruvians that never 
seem able to hit a 5 khz marker. 


Tony Germanotta, public life editor, The Virginian-Pilot, Norfolk, Va. 


Blame no one else for the opinions I don't have. 
e-mail: german@infi.net phone: (804) 436-6389 
address: 921 N. Battlefield, Blvd. Chesapeake, Va., 23320 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 14:16:04 1995 

Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 12:46:12 -0600 

Message-Id: <CCMAIL.0093373 .045040100095006FCCMAIL@EMIS.HAC .COM> 
From: "James C Reid" <Q093373@CCMAIL.EMIS.HAC.COM> 

Subject: BA Best Deals 


At one time I used to have a real passion for vintage Motorola 2-way FM 
equipment. Actually I still do, but it's pretty rare to find what I consider 


the "neat" stuff. At one of the swapmeets several years ago, I spotted a 30W 2 


meter base station in an outdoor cabinet(J33GGB). This thing could probably 
take a shotgun blast at point blank range and come out unscathed. The guy 
wanted $100 for it, which was way overpriced even at that time. I looked it 
over and kept on going. Each time I passed his spot, he had crossed out the 
price and dropped it by about $10. I would always stop and look it over, but we 
never talked. I was on my final pass of the day and the swapmeet was about 
ready to disband, the guy stopped me and said, "Look, you've been eyeballing 
that radio all morning. I can't take it back home. Buy a box of Girl Scout 
cookies from my daughter for $2 and you can have the radio." I agreed. He also 
offered to help me load it. I eventually traded the cabinet for something and 
some of the electronics for something else, but I still have parts from it 
somewhere around the garage. Wish I could find more deals like that one. 


-Jim 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 04:12:44 1995 

Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 02:42:24 -0600 

Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9501060344 .B572541160-0100000@wmich.edu> 
From: X9O0GALBRAIT1@wmich. edu 

Subject: Bandit 2000B Manual 


If anyone needs the manual for a Hunter Bandit 2000B (4-572B) Linear Amp, 
let me know and I'll send you the original...somehow I ended up with it 
and don't have one! 

Same goes for the Heath GR-100 Color TV...let me know if you need it. 

73, Chris KA8WFC 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 08:06:46 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 06:34:09 -0600 

Message-Id: <950106114650_72227 .1640_EHM47-1@CompuServe. COM> 
From: Dave Stinson AB5S/7 <72227.1640@compuserve.com> 
Subject: BC375 DYNOSAUR 


Anyone have any 211/VT4 tubes 
around? I just got a BC375 
and what a dynosaur! In other 
words, just the kind of thing 
I love to tinker with. 

I have the 80 meter TU-6. 

I don't suppose someone wants 
to sell the 160 unit?? 

I know, I know. ..wishful 
thinking! 

Anyone have a diagram for 

the BC375? The thing is 


such a power-hog with all 
those wire-wound resistors 
wasting juice, I may just 
wire it to light the tubes and 
swing the meters while actually 
running a small xmtr board internal. 
(GASP! The Heathen! ) 

Thanks, Dave S. AB5S/7 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 12:05:15 1995 

Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 10:36:01 -0600 

Message-Id: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950106110112 .19388G-100000@access1.digex.net> 
From: Tony Stalls <rstalls@access.digex.net> 

Subject: Re: Best Price Ever.. 


Several years ago, there was an ad in QST placed by a Japanese ham living 
in the US who was looking for BC-1000 and other WW2 backpack radios. I 
recalled that I had one that I'd gotten in a trade decades before that I 
had no real intent of putting on the air. Checking it out, I found that 
it was in mint condition and was complete with manual, handset, and was 
short only the antenna. When I opened the air-tight battery box, the 
paint even smelled fresh! It's manufacture date was May 1945, so it was 
apparently never issued before the end of the war. Anyway, I dropped him 
a note and after a several mixed signals and a series of missed phone 
calls, we finally hooked up and planned to meet during one of his trips to 
Washington. 


Well, as I got everything together, I thought about it and decided that 
since I had no idea where I had gotten it and this fellow ham had an 
apparent special appreciation, I decided to just give it to him. We met 
at his hotel and went down to the parking lot to my car. I showed the 
radio to him and he drooled over it like a kid on Christmas morning, just 
as I thought he would. When he asked what I wanted for it, I explained 
that I had no real use for it and I just wanted him to have it. He was 
stunned to say the least. 


As it worked out, the BA collector was Stan Tajima, who I'm pretty sure is 
JALDNQ, now NCS of the JA AM net on 20 meters. At the time, he was 
General Manager of Toshiba OEM, the Toshiba cell phone importer. 


Three days later, UPS showed up with a box from Stan. It was a new 
Toshiba cell phone that the installer told me was worth $1200. (That was 
a long time ago.) It was my turn to be stunned. The cell phone still 
lives in my Honda and works just as well as it did the day it was 
installed. 


I guess this might qualify as two "best price ever..." stories! ;%) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 08:06:52 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 06:36:54 -0600 

Message-Id: <950106121100_72227 .1640_EHM47-2@CompuServe.COM> 
From: David Stinson AB5S/7 <72227.1640@compuserve.com> 
Subject: CLEANUP/TOUCHUP 


A couple of endorsements of other people's 
ideas on cleaning BAs: 


Dow Scrubbing Bubbles bathroom cleaner 

works wonders on cleaning old finishes. 

Be sure to wipe it clean and allow the 
cleaner to dry. Follow right away with 

the Formula 2001 conditioner available from 
auto parts places and K-Mart. Really makes 
those old finishes and plastic parts shine! 
Any paint that comes off or flakes with this 
treatment is bad to start with. 


On using dishwashers: Be VERY sure there are 

no loose screws/washers/small parts that can 

fall into the dishwasher! If a screw drops 

into the pump/grinder, you're gonna have a 

nasty repair bill. Be sure to rinse equipment 
very well as soap residue is corrosive. 

Water won't hurt most stuff, but powering 

up damp gear certainly WILL! Air dry for a few days 
before plugging it in. 

Important: Run your dishwasher empty (with soap) 
after cleaning gear! God knows what washed off 
them and you don't want it in your chili dog. 


Paint touchups: Lightly buff the area with a 

cloth and then swab it with rubbing alcohol to 

remove oil/grease/crud. This may temporarily 

lighten surrounding paint as the alcohol removes 

oils. Apply your touch-up and allow to dry well. 

Follow with Formula 2001 across the whole area, 

which will also restore the "lightened" place. 

As with cleaning above, if paint comes-off with buffing or 
alcohol wipes, then it needed replacing anyhow. 


Touching-up Wrinkle Paint: 
I've tried a few things without success, but haven't 
given up yet! If I find something that works, I'll 


write it up. 
73 DE AB5S/7 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 12:30:38 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 11:00:34 -0600 

Message-Id: <9501061722 .AA100216@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu> 
From: rdkeys@csemail 

Subject: CWIST Friday Night Fist Function 


I will be on again at the appointed midnight hour for the continuing 
saga of the Sacred and Most Honorable Friendly Society of Brass 
Pounding Fist-Functioning CWISTS. 


For the past several weeks, I have not been around for the CWIST 
Friday Night Fist Function. The holiday schedules were hectic, 

and I even missed the traditional SK Night. But, this Friday night 
seems like a good one, again. So, consider this the posting for the 
gettogether. It is a bit late, but sorry about that. 


Remember that the time is midnight LOCAL time, so that folks plus 
or minus a time zone or two should be able to work others an hour 
earlier or later if they want to play around longer on the brass. 
Concievably, one could pound brass for the entire day depending 
upon skip and have the possiblity of working other CWISTS. 


Note that six possible frequencies are available for use +- QRM. 
1802.5, 3702.5, 7102.5, plus non-US compatible or capable 
frequencies of 1820, 3520, 7020 khz, for the Europeans, Asians, 
etc, who don't inhabit the novice bands. I don't know if that 

will work well, but we will give it a try. So, check whatever 

of the six frequencies you can use and if you don't hear anyone 
give a call or QSY to another channel. I will monitor/scan as many 
as I can but probably only work the 160/80 channels. 


I will be on 3702.5 at midnight EST (Q500UTC). I will conduct 
the session as an informal net, at that time, with me at the helm, 
unless anyone else wants to take the reins. 


I will be on 1802.5 at 1 am EST (Q600UTC). I will conduct the 
session as an informal net, at that time, with me at the helm, 


unless anyone else wants to take the reins. 


I may or may not be on much later depending upon how the java holds 
out, and whether or not the glass arm sets in again. 


If you can't make either session, drop by earlier or later on any 


of the six frequencies to check if anyone is around, ON THE HOUR, 
after dark, or maybe from O200UTC onward for the US folks. This 
week is gonna be quite cold all over, so the propagation after dark 
on 160 and 80 should be several thousand miles, easily. 40M may 

or may not be very good at that time. 


Hope to see you there! 
73 Bob/NA4G 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


QST QST QST CQ CQ CQ DE NA4G NA4G NA4G BT 

Q616250UTC JAN 95 

FM NA4G 

TO ALL CW OPS WORLDWIDE BT 

CWIST FRIDAY NIGHT FIST FUNCTION. 

USA OPS QSW/QSX 1802.5/3702.5/7102.5KHZ MIDNIGHT LOCAL TIME FRIDAY NIGHT. 
NON-USA OPS QSW/QSX 20 KHZ UP FROM THE BOTTOM BAND EDGE. 

GET ON THE AIR AND ENJOY A PLAIN CW EVENING ON THE 40/80/160 METER BANDS. 
USE A REAL HAND KEY (A STRAIGHT SENDING IRON OR BUG IS ENCOURAGED) . 

A VERY SIMPLE VERY INFORMAL STYLE FORMAT WILL BE UTILIZED. 

AT O500UTC I WILL CALL AN INFORMAL NET ON 3702.5 KHZ. 

AT O600UTC I WILL CALL AN INFORMAL NET ON 1802.5 KHZ. 

AT OTHER TIMES CALL AS INDICATED BELOW. 

CALL CWIST IMI DE YOURCALL K. 

CALL FROM FIVE MINUTES BEFORE TO FIVE MINUTES AFTER THE HOUR. 

LEAVE SPACE BETWEEN CALLS FOR OTHERS TO JOIN IN. 

USE A ROUND-TABLE FORMAT SO SEVERAL FOLKS CAN JOIN IN SIMULTANEOUSLY. 
ENJOY OLD-TIME AMATEUR RADIO AND TRY SOME FRIENDLY BRASS POUNDING. 
EXCHANGE MORE THAN RST QTH NAME HELLO AND GOODBYE. 

HELP ALONG THE NEW HAMS ON CW TO GET THEIR SPEED UP. 

TELL A FAIR YARN OR TWO AMONG FELLOW CWISTS AND RAGCHEW A LITTLE WHILE. 
TELL SOME HISTORY ABOUT THE OLD-TIME DAYS AND YOUR EXPERIENCES IN RADIO. 
IF YOU ARE AN OLD TIMER PLEASE JOIN IN AND SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCES. 

IF YOU WERE EVER A PROFESSIONAL PLEASE JOIN IN AND SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCES. 
IF YOU ARE CURRENTLY A PROFESSIONAL PLEASE JOIN IN AND SHARE YOUR QRA/QRD. 
USE BOATANCHOR GEAR IF YOU HAVE IT AVAILABLE OR WHATEVER YOU HAVE. 
QRP/QRO - QRQ/QRS - ARE ALL WELCOME. 

SEE YOU THERE OM/YL. 

73 TU SU DE NA4G BOB AR 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


Definition: A CWIST is a person with an active interest in the PRACTICE 
and USE of continuous wave radiotelegraphy as directly is 
appliccable to amateur radio. Such PRACTICE and USE may 
take the form of learning about radiotelegraphy and its 


history in amateur/commercial areas, its application to radio 
telecommunication, the practicing of the art and craft of 
radiotelegraphy, and the refining and developing of the 
technology of radiotelegraphy. 


Let us all work together to continue to advance and promote the friendly 
use of CW on the amateur radio bands. 


Let us continue to assist and help the newcomers and slowspeeds who 
are trying to get their CW going. 


Let us to continue to promote the use of whatever gear you have up 

and available, be it the newest of sorts or the oldest boatanchor. 
Remember, CW generation has not changed since the days of Poulsen arcs, 
Alexanderson alternators, and Pliotrons. 


Let us continue to promote the sharing and fellowship of the history 

and traditions of amateur radio (this includes all you OTs out there 
that have all sorts of goodly tidbits of history to relate to the young 
squirts on the block, and it includes all you young squirts on the block 
who, even though a bit new at CW and radio are the future of the service 
or hobby or profession). 


Let us continue to promote the ‘‘elmering'' of all of our new folks 
by the old timers aboard, in any way that we can. We should not be 
out to convert the brethren to CW, but should be there to elmer them 
and assist them in learning/practicing their skills, if possible. 


So, OTs aboard, young squirts in the wings, high-speed afficionados of 
the art, and slow-speed ragchewers, join in on the fun. If your 
equipment is old boatanchor, so what. If your signal is a bit weak or 
chirpy, so what. If your antenna is just a mere piece of wire up into 
the trees, so what. YOU can still join in and participate. 

YOU are the folks who will make it what it can be, a goodly learning 
time and an enjoyable evening for all. 


See You There OM/YL..... 


73 TU SU VA DE NA4G 
Bob 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKAKK 


*x May you have fair winds and following seas on your watch at the key. x 
KI KIK KAKA IK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 14:47:21 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 13:17:05 -0600 


Message-Id: <9501061913 .AA03882@gv1f4-a> 
From: edd@VFL.Paramax.COM 
Subject: CWIST SPEED QUESTION ? 


What will be the speed (on 80 M) will the CWIST Friday Night Fist Function ? 


Ed Doc 
K2LPE (In beautiful downtown Valley Forge, PA) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 15:00:34 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 13:29:43 -0600 

Message-Id: <9501061953.AA100855@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu> 
From: rdkeys@csemail 

Subject: Re: CWIST SPEED QUESTION ? 


What will be the speed (on 80 M) will the CWIST Friday Night Fist Function ? 


Ed Doc 
K2LPE (In beautiful downtown Valley Forge, PA) 


VV VV VV MV 


The speed is always as it should be --- that of the slowest member of the 
group. 


Normally anywhere from 10-15 seems to be the average, unless, some newer 
fellas get on when it might drop down to 8 or so. 


Once in a great while, if only the ol' CW farts are around, I jack it up 
to 20, which is about my comfortable limit for a long haul. 


Bob 


p.s. Will you join us, or take a round or two? Sometimes only one or two 
show up, sometimes a dozen or more show up. ‘jus depends. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 16:04:47 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 14:33:56 -0600 

Message-Id: <9501062031.AA03962@gv1f4-a> 

From: edd@VFL.Paramax.COM 

Subject: Re: CWIST SPEED QUESTION ? 


> The speed is always as it should be --- that of the slowest member of the 


> group. 

> Normally anywhere from 10-15 seems to be the average, unless, some newer 
> fellas get on when it might drop down to 8 or so. 

> ...deleted 

> Bob 


> p.s. Will you join us, or take a round or two? Sometimes only one or two 
show up, sometimes a dozen or more show up. ‘jus depends. 


I will attempt to join in, but have my doubts about being heard (I live in 

a high rise Condo with a very poor antenna). My copy speed is in the 10/13 wpm 
range; my hand has not touched a key in a long while, so I may check in, 

then sit on the side and copy for a while. 


Ed Doc 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 16:09:38 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 14:38:11 -0600 

Message-Id: <9501062021.AA02760@ausable.crd.Ge.Com> 
From: mallick@ausable.crd.ge.com (John Mallick) 
Subject: Re: CWIST SPEED QUESTION ? 


Say Bob, what's the "IMI" following "CWIST" mean, just out of 
curiosity? 


Maybe I'll fire up the old Ranger and join you folks down there again. 
The WX is supposed to be bad up here, and it would allow me to sneak 
away while my SO watches "Rush Limbaugh"...better hope for no TVI :-) 


73, John WALHNL 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 16:21:03 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 14:50:03 -0600 

Message-Id: <9501062114.AA100252@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu> 
From: rdkeys@csemail 

Subject: Re: CWIST SPEED QUESTION ? 


VV VV VV VV VV VV 


> The speed is always as it should be --- that of the slowest member of the 
> group. 

> Normally anywhere from 10-15 seems to be the average, unless, some newer 
> fellas get on when it might drop down to 8 or so. 

> ...deleted 

> Bob 


> p.s. Will you join us, or take a round or two? Sometimes only one or two 


show up, sometimes a dozen or more show up. ‘jus depends. 
> 
> 
> I will attempt to join in, but have my doubts about being heard (I live in 
> a high rise Condo with a very poor antenna). My copy speed is in the 10/13 
> wpm range; my hand has not touched a key in a long while, so I may check in, 
> then sit on the side and copy for a while. 
> 
> 
> Ed Doc 
> 
> 
Great! 


Don't worry about QRP/QRMUDD antennas, I usually can hear everyone except 
for the far West Coast pretty well. 


Do join in. I have a bad problem with telegrapher's glass arm if I have 


to 


keep the speed up past 20 for very long. Most of the straight iron 


work that I do runs comfortably at 15-20. You will fit right in! 


So, grab yer straight shooting iron, there, Ed, and hop aboard. 


Bob 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 16:33:54 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 15:02:59 -0600 

Message-Id: <9501062058.AA17993@wrdis01.robins.af.mil> 
From: lakeith@wrdis01.robins.af.mil (Larry Keith ) 
Subject: FNFF Eyeball QSO Party 2 


A 


piece of private e-mail from Whiskey Four Putt Putt Talk reminded me 


that it is time to start planning for the 2nd Annual Friday Night Fist 
Fight Eyeball QSO Party.. 


This prestigious event is a meeting, over dinner, of Boatanchors list 
members who attend the Dayton Hamvention. Since I was drafted last 
year by KR1S to attend to the details, I figured that I might as well 
volunteer, this year. So, here is the deal: 


What: Informal Dinner. No program, no speeches, and no equipment 
deals.. Order from the menu. Will be in a non-smoking area. 

Just a good chance to meet and talk with the folks that post stuff to 
this list. Last year's was a small, but interesting event. 


When: Friday Night, 2000, of the Dayton Hamvention. That's April 29, 
1995, if my memory is correct. 


Where: Casa Lupita Restaurant, near the Dayton Mall.. 
Who: You and anyone that you care to invite.. 


Details: If you think you are going to be there, drop me a message. 
will keep track and make the appropriate reservations.. As we get 
into the Dayton frenzy, I will see that everyone has directions and 
the talk-in frequency.. 


73, 


Larry Keith, KQ4BY 
lakeith@robins.af.mil 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 11:24:18 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 09:55:59 -0600 

Message-Id: <9501061551.AA07247@wrdis01.robins.af.mil> 
From: lakeith@wrdis01.robins.af.mil (Larry Keith ) 
Subject: Friday Night Fist Fight? 


OK, I am on the air, again... Is the Friday Night Fist still 
functioning? 


73, 


Larry Keith, KQ4BY 
lakeith@robins.af.mil 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 11:37:46 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 10:07:49 -0600 

Message-Id: <9501061632 .AA103209@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu> 
From: rdkeys@csemail 

Subject: Re: Friday Night Fist Fight? 


> 


> OK, I am on the air, again... Is the Friday Night Fist still 
> functioning? 


Gee, I had forgotten about that. I will make a quick post for 
the fellas. Should we work 160 or 80? 


> 

> 73, 

> 

> Larry Keith, KQ4BY 

> lakeith@robins.af.mil 
> 


Bob 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 12:47:12 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 11:17:53 -0600 

Message-Id: <9501061716.AA06340@wrdis01.robins.af.mil> 
From: lakeith@wrdis01.robins.af.mil (Larry Keith ) 
Subject: Re: Friday Night Fist Fight? 


In your message of 6 Jan 1995 at 1113 EST, you write: 


>> 

> > OK, I am on the air, again... Is the Friday Night Fist still 
> > functioning? 

> 

> Gee, I had forgotten about that. I will make a quick post for 
> the fellas. Should we work 160 or 80? 

I vote for 80... 

73, 


Larry, KQ4BY 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 17:00:57 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 15:25:58 -0600 

Message-Id: <9501061322.ZM19781@mechcad3.esd.sgi.com> 
From: "Mark Glusker" <glusk@mechcad3.esd.sgi.com> 
Subject: GR 1192 schematic? 


Does anyone have a General Radio 1192 Counter schematic they could copy for 
me? I will pay all copying and postage costs. 


Thanks, 


Mark Glusker, glusk@esd.sgi.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 10:38:52 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 09:09:24 -0600 

Message-Id: <199501061501.JAA0Q1329@home. interaccess.com> 
From: rhstein@interaccess.com (Ronald H Steinberg) 
Subject: like to subscribe 


I would to subscribe to this group . ron k9ikz 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 09:58:45 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 08:26:48 -0600 

Message-Id: <950106141825_71333.144_DHQ82-2@CompuServe.COM> 
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

Subject: Mil Gear For Sale 


Vintage Military Gear For Sale 


CONTACT: Don Merz, N3RHT: 47 Hazel Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15228 
412-234-8819 (weekdays, EST or leave a message anytime). 


Navy RBZ "brick" receivers. This is an HF receiver-only designed for 
portable, hands-free use. It looks like a 12 inch long, olive drab 2x4. 
The receiver only has 2 controls, volume and tuning, and 3 connectors, 
headset, power and antenna. It tunes 1.9mhz-5.8mhz. The separate battery 
box looks identical minus the controls as does the 110vac supply. The 
antenna is just a short cord with a clamp apparently designed to clip on 
to the operator's steel helmet! The headphone elements are mounted in a 
thin cloth head cover designed to be worn under a helmet. 

Complete RBZ: Receiver, battery box, AC supply, headset and 

antenna cord. Excellent. $239 

Partial RBZ set: Receiver and AC supply only. Nice: $129 

RBZ AC supply only. Case has large unoriginal hole in side: $39 

RBZ AC supply chassis only. No case or tubes. $20 

DAG-x direction finders. This is a WWII-vintage Navy RDF set with 
separate loop and sense (whip) antennas that plug in to the top. The 
whole thing is in an 18" square, 6' deep metal suitcase with a leather 
handle. The receiver is HF covering about 2-20mhz in 3 bands. The receiver 
sits in the top half of the suitcase with the battery compartment and 
headset storage compartment below. The 2 antennas store in clips inside 
the suitcase lid. I have 3 of these, all different: 

DAG: This is apparently the original model (since it has no -1 or -2 
behind the "DAG" on the tag.) This one is not right at all. The 
case is 0.D. but the receiver is Navy gray and the case serial 
number (#518) and radio serial number (#350) don't match. It is 
missing both antennas and the battery box cover. But what is here 
is in excellent condition. $99 


DAG-1: This is the most common (if any of these can be called "common") 
model and my best example. It is complete in every respect 
including both antennas and the original headset (which is brand 
new in the original wrapping). Serial #158. Color is 
olive drab. Excellent+. $279 

DAG-2: I don't think too many of these were made. This one is serial 
number 4. It is Navy Gray. No sense whip antenna and no headset. 
Excellent+ condition. $189 

SCR-300/BC-1000 backpack radio. WWII-vintage backpack set used throughout 
the war. Includes radio, battery box, cable, short antenna, all canvas 
straps and several of the pads and bags. No earphones, lip mic, handset 
or other antennas. The radio has a few dents and a weathered look to it. 
But it still looks sharp. The canvas straps, bags and pads are near-mint. 
This is genuine WWII-vintage Signal Corps-issue. Don't mistake this one 
for 1960's-vintage Fair Radio NATO surplus--this is the real thing. 

Tubes not included. $149 

Military PP-114/VRC-3 vibrator power supply for the SCR-300 (BC-1000) WWII 
vintage backpack radio. Used, excellent. Three left. $65 each. 

Military ID6/APN4 Indicator. From WWII-vintage LORAN set--the first 
LORAN set ever produced. The rest of the set included a power supply 
and receiver (which I don't have). Nice front panel but black wrinkle 
on case is flaking. No mods. Untested. $69 

Another ID6/APN4 Indicator. Missing 3 knobs and one lever switch has been 
removed. Nice front panel. No unoriginal holes. Untested. $37 

Military "ATR" 2-position receiver rack. The "ATR" packaging was the 
standard for military aircraft receivers by the end of WWII and through 
the Korean War era. So this rack fits receivers like the ARB, ARR-15, 
ARR-5, ARR-7 and many others. The connecting cable box is included but 
the connectors are missing. The nomenclature tag has been removed. 

Lord shock-mount feet included. Nice shape. $79 

Military CY-1218 Control Box. This is the transmitter/dual receiver 
operating control set from AN/GRC-38, the sucessor to the SCR-299, 399 
and 499 trucks. So this was designed to control a BC-610I and two 
Hallicrafters SX-73 receivers. It allows for two local operating positions 
and one remote (via field telephone). This control box looks very similar 
to the JB-70 control box in the SCR-399. A pretty sexy add-on to your 
BC-610 setup--plug-n-play with any BC-610 between the BC-614 speech amp 
and any two receivers. Made by Hallicrafters. Excellent condition. With 
AN/GRC-38 partial manual copy. $179 
BC-1335 WWII jeep radio with battery box. Good, untested. $69 
BC-1335 WWII jeep radio with battery box and battery charger. Used, good, 
untested. $99 

Military WWII BD-71 field switchboard. For EE-8 phones and/or RM-29 hookups 
to the SCR-284 radio and many others. The wire-line-to-radio workhorse of 
the war. With legs. Missing pilot light lenses and some small parts. 

Good condition otherwise. $45 

ZB-3 homing accesory sets. Originally built for Navy RU and ARA equipment, 

these were most commonly found installed with ARC-5 sets. Made in 1941 by 


Western Electric, the ZB-3 is a freqency converter that delivers a 234mhz 
to 258mhz signal into a receiver that can tune the range 530 - 840khz. 
Power is supplied by the receiver. Type 954 acorn tubes are used. These 
sets include the homing adapter, slipcover, pilot's control box, switching 
relay, connectors and "homing decode cards." Brand-new-in-original-box. 
With original manual: $49 each. With manual photocopy: $39 each. One with 
manual and one without manual left. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 15:44:34 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 14:01:07 -0600 

Message-Id: <950106195328_71333.144_DHQ99-3@CompuServe.COM> 
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

Subject: Misc Military 


For Sale 


CONTACT: Don Merz, N3RHT: 47 Hazel Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15228 
412-234-8819 (weekdays, EST or leave a message anytime). 


BC-654 (SCR-284) legs. These clip onto the BC-654 case and make it into a 
real field set! $34/set of four. 

GN-4x legs: These are the straight legs that clip onto the GN-4x generators. 
$17/set of 2. 

GN-4x generator handles: $12/pair. 

GN-4x leg with wooden seat. Excellent condition. $11 each 

Military TS-13E handset. Used on the BC-1306 and other WwWII-era backpack 
radios. New-in-original box. $21 

Another TS-13E, used, good: $11 

General Radio 724A "Precision Wavemeter." Made under military order 
number 5252-PHILA-44-05, this is an absorption-type wavemeter covering 
16hz to 50mhz. It is in a felt-lined wooden case that is dirty and 
weathered. But inside it is in near-mint condition. The instrument 
itself has a beautiful wooden cabinet. The case also contains a bunch 

of plug-in black bakelite heads. With instructions mounted in metal 
frames. A treasure! $109 

Military Number 19 Mark II radio set microphone. Scarce accessory for the 
number 19 set. Three to sell. One has British connector: $23. Two with 
no connector: $13 each. One with no cord or connector: $9. All Untested. 

Number 19 Mark II mount, power supply and power supply to radio cable 
("dogbone"). Very dirty, but complete and unmodified. Power supply is 
untested. Just the accessories, no radio. $99 

Military PRC-6 RDF loop antenna. Brand new in unopened original packaging. 
Mint. $35 

Military CR-B5/U crystal case for Navy MAW (successor to the MAB/DAV 
"para-talkies"). It is full of crystals, but I doubt that these are the 


originals. Good condition but clasp is broken. $18 
Military Gibson-Girl generator and crank handle. This is the geared section 
that you crank to generate power for the TX and turn the mechanical SOS 
code wheel (included). Works great. Does not include actual transmitter 
electronics. $9 
Canvas bag CS-76-B for the RM-29 remote control used with the SCR-284 
and many others, fair condition with carry strap: $19 
Canvas bag BG-189 (for SCR-300??), like new: $24 each. 2 to sell. 
811A Tubes for the ART-13. Brand new American-made 811A tubes from the ATC 
(ART-13) spares kit. In JAN packaging marked "ATC Spares". Unopened. 
$45/pair (AES's lowest price on NEW 811A tubes is $35 EACH) 
Military (or Hallicrafters) BC-610 (or HT-4x) tuning units: 
TU-50 (4.0-5.0mhz), TU-52 (6.35-8.0mhz) and TU-48 (2.5-3.2mhz). $14 each. 
Military MP-73 mast base for mounting GRC-9 whip on vehicle or stucture. 
Unused. $25 
Military ATD transmitter spare parts cards: Set of contents/manufacturers 
cards from the ATD spare parts chest. $15 
Astrocom headset with boom mic. Neat helicopter-driver's styling. With 
INT/RAD switch on cord. I'm guessing this is 1975-vintage. Complete 
and excellent. $11 
H-33 handsets. These were used on all the Korean-war era PRC equipment 
including the PRC-6, RT-70 and many others. These are all in good 
condition with U-229 connectors and either coiled or straight cords. 
Your choice: $8 each. 
H-33F/PT made by Audiosears. Coiled cord. 2 available. 
H-33D/PT made by Shure. Straight cord. 
H-33/PT made by Packard Bell. 1951 date. Straight cord. 
Military mic: M-43/U University Sound dynamic. Round face on cone-shaped 
housing. Basically commercial mic painted green. Canon plug: $6 
H-250/U Handset for the PRC-25 and others. $13 
AN/GRM-55A PRC-25 test set. Excellent. $33 
Military BC-906D VHF frequency meter made by Philco in 1944. Brand new. $20 
Military A-62 Phantom Antenna for SCR-508 or SCR-528. As-new. $12 
Military A-27 "Phantom Antenna" for SCR 506/BC-193. Brand new. Unused. $12 
T-30V carbon throat mic switch: SW-141-v PTT switch only. No cord or mic. $3 
AN130A whip antenna (for BC-1000, SCR-300 backpack set) $11 
Signal Corps F15U RF bandpass filter on MT plate. $6 
R-14 headset with leather headband. PL-55 plug. $11 
JK-26 to PL-55 extension cord for ANB-H-1 headset. $3 each. 
Vietnam-era H-79 aircraft headphones with boom mic, nice: $15 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 15:43:42 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 14:02:06 -0600 

Message-Id: <950106195151_71333.144_DHQ99-2@CompuServe. COM> 
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

Subject: More Old Stuff 


Vintage Radio Gear For Sale and Wanted 


CONTACT: Don Merz, N3RHT: 47 Hazel Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15228 
412-234-8819 (weekdays, EST or leave a message anytime). 


RMCA (Radiomarine Corporation of America--RCA afloat) 8021 "Radiotelephone." 
Pre-war marine radiotelephone transmitter/receiver with 6 crystal- 
controlled channels. Handset on left, speaker on right. About 26" long, 
14" high and 16" deep. Must weigh 80 pounds. Gray wrinkle cabinet with 
front panel that looks like knurled aluminum (in that pre-war and wartime 
RCA marine 81xx receiver styling). Obviously designed for a coastal 
steamer as the 6 channels are marked (on engraved steel tags) "Boston, 
Miami, New York, Norfolk, Cst Grd, Ship." Lifting the handset keys the 
transmitter. Covers 2-3mhz. Really unique. Case has some light rust and 
this thing shows a lot of neglect. Some tubes missing. But unmodified 
and pretty easily restored. $189 

Hallicrafters S-53 receiver. Famous 50's novice receiver in very good 
original condition. Good original paint, no unoriginal holes. Working 
fine. Manual photocopy. Missing one small knob but it would be easy to 
have a casting made. $55 

Palco "Bantam" mobile HF transciever. 1956-vintage. Dual-6146's as finals. 
Probably the most rare HF mobile rig--few were made. With external, 
bolt-on modulator. Wonderful condition with clean chrome front panels. 
All original with very few scratches. You don't see these advertised 
every day. $249 

Gonset Communicator IV VFO covering 6 meters, 2 meters and 220mhz. This is 
styled to match the Communicator IV, but the instructions tell how to use 
it with Communicators II, III and IV. Really sharp cosmetically 
and working. Excellent. $89 

Hallicrafters HT-5G speech amplifier for the HT-4 (BC-610) transmitter. 
Excellent cosmetic condition. Complete, unmodified, untested. $109 

Meissner 9-1050 Signal Shifter. This is the one with the tuning eye and 
TV-type rotating coil turret for bandswitching. Wiith FM-X modulator, 
low-voltage supply and high-voltage supply. Paint on high voltage supply 
chassis is rough. ‘Shifter front panel is excellent but case paint is 
dull and dirty. This is the most complete ‘shifter I've ever seen--the 
factory power supplies are unfindable at any price. $83 

Meissner 150B Transmitter. 1941-vintage, 150 watt, plate-modulated AM 
transmitter originally designed for broadcast AM radio station use but 
drafted by the Signal Corps for the duration. CW too. Covers 1500khz 
through 12mhz. Uses Meissner Signal Shifter VFO and plug-in coils. This 
one includes two Signal Shifters, one complete set of coils and a few 
extras and a manual photocopy. Formerly owned by the Chief Engineer of 
W1AW, the transmitter has been modified for improved audio. It has several 
unoriginal 3/8" holes in the 1/8" thick steel front panel. It measures 
40"w x 18"h x 20"d and weighs just over 250 pounds. It is not modular 
and could only be shipped at great expense. $219 

Jewell Electrical Thermocouple RF Ammeter, 0 - 3 Amps. Some marks on meter 


face. $6 

Gonset Communicator III (2 meters). Cream with blue knobs. In just fair 
condition--lots of wear. No mods. $33 

WRL Galaxy 300 SSB Transciever. Made back when transievers had STYLE, this 
radio is a gorgeous combination of gold painted cabinets, black trim and 
anodized gold front panel with black knobs with gold inserts. The radio 
covers 80/75-40-20 meters and delivers 300 watts PEP output from a set of 
6HF5 sweep tube finals. This one comes with the scarce matching PSA-300 
station console that includes the power supply, mechanical digital clock 
and speaker in one cabinet--color and size-matched to the transciever. 
Made in 1963, this one is in excellent looking condition and very good 
operating condition. With original manual. $159 


MORE RECENT GEAR 


Tennelec Memoryscan scanner. 1974-vintage 16 channel scanner covering 
33-48mhz, 146-148mhz, 151-163mhz, 453-460mhz and 490-497mhz. Channel 
selection is done by manually "programming" each channel with a long 
string of zeroes and ones that cross-references to the frequency to 
be scanned. The original Xref book and instruction manual is included. 
It works but it's probably more worthwhile for someone interested in 
ancient digital scanners. Excellent original condition. $35 

Polarad RS-T microwave receiver. Large, rack-mount klystron-type set 
with tuning unit covering 1.9-4.3 ghz and preamp. AM/FM. $219 plus 
a big shipping bill. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 17:02:23 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 15:27:48 -0600 

Message-Id: <9501062124 .AAQ3072@cen.com> 

From: gc@fox.gsfc.nasa.gov (Gary Chatters) 

Subject: Motorolas (Was: BA Best Deals) 


Jim writes: 


> At one time I used to have a real passion for vintage Motorola 2-way FM 
>equipment. Actually I still do, but it's pretty rare to find what I consider 
>the "neat" stuff. At one of the swapmeets several years ago, I spotted a 30W 2 
>meter base station in an outdoor cabinet(J33GGB). This thing could probably 


AANNNNAA 


That would be the base station version of what, at the time, we 
called "single case" units. They used mostly miniature tubes and 
had vibrator and later transistorized power supplies. 


Back in the "good old days" FM mobile radios had the transmitter 
and receiver in separate cases. My first mobile radio was a 
Motorola FMTR-50D. Tubes were mostly loctals, a couple of miniatures 


and a pair of 807s in the final on 6m. That high power transmitter 
used a rather large dynamotor. 


Along with the other vintage equipment it might be fun to have 
one of these in the corner monitoring a local simplex channel. 
(What's a repeater?). But we'd have to find a quiet channel 
(maybe on 6m) where we could run the wide-band FM modulation 
(+- 15kc). 


Like some of the AM rigs, the wide band FM could sound real 
good at least if your rig was new enough to have a dynamic mike. 
The carbon mikes did sound kind of bad, especially when the 
carbon granules started sticking together. 


Gary 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 13:10:53 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 11:41:38 -0600 

Message-Id: <199501061714.MAA12498@harvey.gte.com> 
From: okas_rp%ncsd.dnet@gte.com 

Subject: Re: Musical boatanchors! 


Hugh and the Gang: 


I don't want to start a non-BA thread here, but my vote for the 
"R-390A" of organs is the Hammond B3. All of the tones are generated 
by toothed wheels driven by a synchronous motor. I remember seeing 
one in my high school music class and always wondered why there were 
Start and Run switches for the blasted thing. 


Later on, during my college years, I was blessed with the opportunity 
to essentially restore a Hammond model L-100 for the music store I 
was working for. This is a simpler model, but still somewhat of a 
mechanical nightmare to repair since it's buttoned up pretty tight. 
The keyboards are particulary difficult to work on. The tall Leslie 
tone cabinets are cool as well. The amplifiers contained therein can 
really rattle the walls. 


Despite the marvels of modern day digital DX-7's and synclaviers, I 
still love the sound these electromechanical puppies can produce. 


Now don't get me started on old Cub Cadets... 
Bob - N3MBY 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 13:43:54 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 12:13:05 -0600 


Message-Id: <9501061836.AA100568@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu> 
From: rdkeys@csemail 
Subject: Re: Musical boatanchors! 


> 
> Hugh and the Gang: 


And another tidbit of the non-rf-emitting boatanchor.... 

. some treasured tales stricken to keep the mail grinch happy ..... 
Despite the marvels of modern day digital DX-7's and synclaviers, I 
still love the sound these electromechanical puppies can produce. 
Now don't get me started on old Cub Cadets... 


Bob - N3MBY 


VV VV VV VV 


There were some interesting electromechanical monsters of organs back 
in the **glow in the dark'' days of these things. 


When in High School, back in the early 60's, I used to finger what 


was thought of back then as a ‘‘cool, mean'' bass viol (Electronicus 
guitarrus var. bastardus bassus gigantus).... (whether it was or not 
history has proven otherwise..... C:+}h..... ). The drummer's OM 


used to make an electromechanical organ thing, about as big as a full 
upright piano that had about 100 separate 1/2 inch tape recorder heads and 
drives with 100 endless loops of tape, each one playing a different 
orchestral tone, chime, bell, beat, or percussion. Talk about a 
nightmare....... if it swallowed a tape --- OUCH! The company made 
some several hundreds of them, I think, but did not stay in business 
all that long, that I am aware of. It was a neat novelty boatanchor 
organ, tho..... with all the electronics for tone generation, tape 
control, etc. I don't remember it being all solid state, especially 
in the amps. It may have still been running 5883's or the like in 
the output section. I don't even remember the name of the company, 
but it was Chamber..... something or other. 


I do remember constantly trundling down to the local emporium for tube 
after tube after tube after tube to keep the amps we used running. 
I am glad those days did not last long, since I still have my hearing 


and have not gone tone deef jus yet...... That would be the pits on 
CW fer sure, although, if one could find a tone to hear, it could be 
taken as a touch o' naturally aged audio selectivity..... nah......! 


Dem wer da days..... (Cn 


73 
Bob 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 14:20:51 1995 

Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 12:51:38 -0600 

Message-Id: <m0rQJTb-000043C@next3.acme.ist.ucf.edu> 

From: clarke@acme.ist.ucf.edu (Thomas Clarke) 

Subject: Re: Musical boatanchors! 

Since this thread is about musical fire bottles, I'll tell you 


all about a recent find as well as rec.antiques.radio+phono 


I have come across a Strobocomm Tuning Unit made by 
C.G. Conn Ltd, Elkhart, Indiana. I can't find any dates on it. 


It has a trapezoidal black wrinkle ventilated metal case with 

a large dial and vernier knob on the front calibrated +/- 50 1/100's 
of a semitone. 

"Flat" (-) on the left, "Sharp" 9+) on the right and "A-440" 

in the middle. 

The front of the case has hinge halfs for a (missing) cover(?). 
Inside it has what appears to be a power amplifier 

5U4G rectifier, 4 6V6s and a 6SN7 and a big and small transformer. 
I think the additional tube, a 6SC7 is a tuning fork oscillator 
since the dial is coupled to a slider on a large tuning fork 
mechanism which has a couple of coils that are cabled to the 


electronic chassis. The tuning fork is in a seperate 


weather stripped (sound insulation?) compartment behind the 
sloping front panel. 


There is a toggle switch on the side marked "Power" "Low" and "High". 
A female (old style) AC input ia also on the side. 


I cannot find any other inputs or outputs. 


When I picked it up I thought it might be 60Hz generator for driving 


a turntable at variable speed (20+W from the 6V6s). But now it 
appears to be a 440 Hz VFO for musical tuning. 


Nevertheless I am mystified buy the lack of outputs. 
Can it take 4 6V6s to drive a tuning fork oscillator? 
Anyone know more? 


Does this thing have any collectible value? If it were a radio, 
I might call it fair to good. 


Thanks. 
Tom Clarke 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 14:41:22 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 13:06:24 -0600 

Message-Id: <9501061903 .AAQ0119@unLinfo2.unl.edu> 

From: djw@unlinfo.unl.edu (Daniel Wright) 

Subject: Re: Musical boatanchors! 


RD Sez: 


>> Hugh and the Gang: 
> 
>And another tidbit of the non-rf-emitting boatanchor.... 


>in the amps. It may have still been running 5883's or the like in 
>the output section. I don't even remember the name of the company, 
>but it was Chamber..... something or other. 


The name of the device/company was "Chamberlain". I had the occaision 

to play one of them. It was quite a device and full of wow-and-flutter! 
The particular unit we had was supposedly a prototype put together by a 
local Topeka,Kansas resident OM named Oly Livgren. I guess the device met 
it's fate falling out of the back of a truck--it was heavy!!! 


Another version of the Chamberlain was the Mellotron,made famous by the 
Moody Blues,King Krimson,Yes and others...it was manufactured by a different 
outfit. 

And yes...they both used plenty of firebottles!!!! 

73 de Dan .. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 14:41:52 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 13:09:18 -0600 
Message-Id: <9501061933.AA100773@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu> 


From: rdkeys@csemail 
Subject: Re: Musical boatanchors! 


I have come across a Strobocomm Tuning Unit made by 
C.G. Conn Ltd, Elkhart, Indiana. I can't find any dates on it. 


VV VV 


It is probably late 40's-50's vintage and is a school music room ‘‘A'' 
generator for tuning up kids orchestras, etc. 


Years ago, at about age 10 or so I remember the orchestra director 

at school used something like that to give out an ‘‘A'' tone for 
tuning the kids up. There are more modern incantations of the same, 
but it is basically an electromechanical orchestra tuner-upper for 
those without a good Oboe player that has a well tuned up Oboe to 
start with. A pitch pipe, an Oboe, a piano, etc., all are used, too. 


Most likely, it was used with school string orchestral groups. 

> When I picked it up I thought it might be 60Hz generator for driving 
> a turntable at variable speed (20+W from the 6V6s). But now it 

> appears to be a 440 Hz VFO for musical tuning. 

Yep 

> Can it take 4 6V6s to drive a tuning fork oscillator? 

Yep! 


> 
> Anyone know more? 


Nope 


> Does this thing have any collectible value? If it were a radio, 
> I might call it fair to good. 


Not much, except as an oddity electronic piece. 


> 
> Thanks. 

> 

> Tom Clarke 
> 


Geesh, we is digressing bigtime, here, but at least it has real 
glow-in-the-darkers.....! 


Bob 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 15:37:34 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 13:52:43 -0600 

Message-Id: <9501062016.AA100932@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu> 
From: rdkeys@csemail 

Subject: Re: Musical boatanchors! 


VVVVV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV WV 


RD Sez: 


>> Hugh and the Gang: 
> 
>And another tidbit of the non-rf-emitting boatanchor.... 


>in the amps. It may have still been running 5883's or the like in 
>the output section. I don't even remember the name of the company, 
>but it was Chamber..... something or other. 


The name of the device/company was "Chamberlain". I had the occaision 

to play one of them. It was quite a device and full of wow-and-flutter! 
The particular unit we had was supposedly a prototype put together by a 
local Topeka,Kansas resident OM named Oly Livgren. I guess the device met 
it's fate falling out of the back of a truck--it was heavy!!! 


Another version of the Chamberlain was the Mellotron,made famous by the 
Moody Blues,King Krimson,Yes and others...it was manufactured by a different 
outfit. 

And yes...they both used plenty of firebottles!!!! 

73 de Dan 


The drummer in the group I played with was Richard Chamberlain (NOT the 
one of acting fame..... C:ttt..... ), but the inventors/designers son, 
and Yep, that was the name of the thing. Geesh, the ol' greymatters 
needed a bit o' tweaking. But, that was some 32 years back. 


I 


think the company was called the Chamberlain Instrument Co., or something 


like that. I remember the drummer's Dad showing us the plant in Upland 

or Ontario, Calif, one time, but it was not much. He offered to give one 
to his son to use in the rock group, but it was too much to move around. 
We already had 4 cars and a van packed with junk when we played out in the 
East LA/San Berdoo County area. 


I was only with the group for 2 about years, when it got started, and I 
had to hawk a perfectly good 17th century violin (for which I have kicked 
my butt for 32 years --- it is probably worth about 10 grand now, but 

as a stooooopid teenager, I wanted to trade it for the top-o-the-line 
Gibson solid teak bodied bass and a biggggg amp) to get myself equipped. 
As a rock group, we were nil, but make a fair reputation in the area and 
played background for some records and singers of the era. 


I only ran into the likes of the real Mr. Chamberlain, a generally pretty 
nice sort of fella, a couple of times when he was home puttering in the 
back shop with one of those beasts. We used to practice out back ina 
big shop/recording studio/chamberlain test bench that was made out of 

a HUGE garage. I'll never forget the first time we peered into all those 
tapes and tape heads of a big prototype/test thing out in the shop. 


After I left the rock group and went to college, I lost touch of the 
group and the Chamberlains. I don't remember the company going very 
far, but maybe he sold out to someone about 1966 or so. It would be 
neat to find out what the ol' drummer was up to these days, and if 
the Company still existed (probably not, with biggie synthesizers and 
the like nowadays). 


Geesh, we are dredging up the bilgewaters today.... 


73 
Bob 


p.s. Whatta way to let down friday afternoon! 


TU 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 10:57:56 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 09:12:59 -0600 

Message-Id: <9501042253 .AA09591@sumter.awod.com> 

From: wb4ijn@awod.com (Steve Thomason) 

Subject: NEED DEAD 4CX1000A 


I need a dead 4CX1000A tube for a tube display I'm making up. Doesn't 
have to be pretty, but don't want one that's got big dents in it! 


I'll pay your price plus shipping, etc. if you've got an old dead one 
rattling around in a box. 
73, Steve, WB4IJIN 


Internet: wb4ijn@awod.com 
Packet: WBAIIN@N4CIT 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 02:37:21 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 01:00:53 -0600 

Message-Id: <67a_9501060123@satlink.oau.org> 

From: Russ.Leblanc%225@satlink.oau.org (Russ Leblanc) 
Subject: NEED SX100 HELP! 


Hi all, finally got on here after months of waiting. Hope you 
don't mind me pinging you guys on this topic. 


Perhaps someone can help here on something I've been trying to find 
out without much luck. 


I have a Hallicrafters SX100 and was wondering what version it 
was. I understand there's the SX100, the Mark1A, and the 
MarkII. 


Is there a way of telling the difference? Moore's book 
doesn't give much help. 


How does one rate as far as general coverage sets they put 
out? The SX88 had a higher tube count and was more expensive. 


The chassis feels a little "hot", and I'm guessing one of those 
capacitors from the AC line to chassis is leaky. I've held off 


doing anything about it until I get find a schematic. 


I'd love to locate a matching speaker for it. Much nicer sound 
than it's silicon tablemates. Nicer looking, too. 


Anyone know of any tweaks/mods/tricks etc? I've noticed the IF 
doesn't seem to stay centered on frequency when I get narrower 
in the switch positions, so I assume its realignment time. SSB 
reception is not good so that needs work as well (I think). 


Was there ever a service manual for this set? Sams has nothing. 


xAnyx help on the above would be appreciated. 


PS - expect to see me posting about Super Pros next. 


Thanks in advance, 


Russ 
_ Blue Wave/QWK v2.12 


--- FidoPCB v1.4 [f££232/a] 

|Fidonet: Russ Leblanc 1:363/225 

|Internet: Russ.Leblanc%225@satlink.oau.org 

| 

| Standard disclaimer: The views of this user are strictly his own. 
| From C.F.Satlink +1-407-240-7781 (ANSI or Vt-100 _required_). 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 08:48:35 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 07:18:41 -0600 

Message-Id: <199501061315 .FAAQ5943@ix2.ix.netcom.com> 
From: jlockwd@ix.netcom.com (Jim Lockwood) 

Subject: Re: NEED SX100 HELP! 


You wrote: 


>I have a Hallicrafters SX100 and was wondering what version it 
>was. I understand there's the SX100, the Mark1A, and the 
>MarkII. 

> 

>Is there a way of telling the difference? Moore's book 
>doesn't give much help. 


It's easy to tell what you have. hallicrafters always marked the 
version number on their products. Open the top cover, get behind the 
radio, and look at the rear vertical surface of the T-notch filter. 
That's where they stamped the Mark<whatever> on SX-100s. 


I've seen Mark I, Mark II, Mark IIa, and even Mark II A/B on a very late 
SX-100. BTW, very late SX-100s have lots of cosmetic diffs that make 
them easy to spot. Knobs are different, the aluminum trim plate has 
different text fonts, the meter face is different. 


Early SX-100s used a 50.5Kc IF (Mark I). By the time they decided to 
do the original Mark II, they had switched to a 50.75Kc IF. 


> 
>How does one rate as far as general coverage sets they put 
>out? The SX88 had a higher tube count and was more expensive. 


I wouldn't pay the difference in price to get an SX-88. 


SX-100 is an outstanding receiver with one little, almost insignificant, 
and not worth mentioning exception: If you gently nudge the thing while 


copying SSB or CW you may notice that you're now copying a whole ‘nother 
QSO. (tongue firmly in cheek here....) 


In other words the mechanical stability is lousy. 


Otherwise, and I'm being serious for a change, it really is a hot 
receiver. Very sensitive, good selectivity, and that wonderful T-notch 
filter does exactly what it's supposed to do. 


> 

>The chassis feels a little "hot", and I'm guessing one of those 
>capacitors from the AC line to chassis is leaky. I've held off 
>doing anything about it until I get find a schematic. 


Yeah, wasn't it a dumb idea to connect the chassis to the AC line via a 
capacitor without a polarized plug on the radio? Mine bite me this 
way, but I've learned to mark the AC plugs and orient them in the outlet 
such that the capacitor goes to AC neutral instead of AC hot. 

> 


> 

>Anyone know of any tweaks/mods/tricks etc? I've noticed the IF 
>doesn't seem to stay centered on frequency when I get narrower 
>in the switch positions, so I assume its realignment time. SSB 
>reception is not good so that needs work as well (I think). 

> 


As designed by hallicrafters, it used a diode detector for CW/SSB and 
with enough BFO injection, you can copy CW/SSB without having to cut 
back on the RF gain control. Now, I strongly dislike modified radios, 
but adding a product detector greatly improves the SX-100. For details 
on how to do this, check the index for 1961 CQ. One issue that year 
described how to add an SX-101A detector to an SX-100. 


One of my SX-100s has this mod (done so well that I had the radio for 
two months before I noticed that, hmmmmm.. this one has an extra tube in 
it!) and it's a real sweetheart to use. 

>Was there ever a service manual for this set? Sams has nothing. 

The factory owners manual includes servicing information. Ardco in 
Illinois sells ‘bout any hallicrafters manual you'd want. I'm told that 
the guy who runs this is a former hallicrafters employee. Ardco 
advertises in the back of QST. 

Good luck and have fun with your SX-100, 


Jim - km6nk 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 15:37:25 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 13:55:33 -0600 

Message-Id: <950106195013_71333.144_DHQ99-1@CompuServe. COM> 
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

Subject: Old Gear 


Vintage Radio Gear For Sale and Wanted 


CONTACT: Don Merz, N3RHT: 47 Hazel Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15228 
412-234-8819 (weekdays, EST or leave a message anytime). 


OLDIES FOR THE AFFICIONADO 


Hallicrafters SX-11 receiver. 1936-37 vintage general coverage radio (.535- 
4Omhz) with crystal filter, mechanical bandspread and tuning eye. Probably 
among the most collectible Hallicrafters radios today. This one is good 
shape but front panel has bee lightly oversprayed with flat black and 
wiped off around lettering. The case is excellent. There are no mods that 
I can see. The dial (often a problem with 30's Hallicrafters sets) is 
excellent. And it works (some cap replacement has been done but a full 
restoration is necessary). Rare radio in rare condition. $289 

Geloso G-209-R ham bands receiver, circa 1959. Covers 80-10 meters. One of 
very few Italian amateur radio products ever made. Front panel is very 
good or better. Blue/grey hammertone cabinet is good. Perforated grill 
on top and chassis have some rust spots. All original knobs, paint 
and meter (glass cracked). Dial face is clear and logo sparkles. 

Unworking. $199 

Hallicrafters S-36A WWII-vintage AM/FM VHF receiver. Complete, unmodified. 
Unworking. Dirty but virtually no scratches or marks--this one should clean 
up to an excellent looking radio. $119 

Gonset Commander Transmitter. Tiny HF AM mobile rig. Crystal controlled, using 
plug-in coils. Covers 1.7 - 54mhz. Fair to good condition with some wear 
and scratches all over. Requires external power supply (which I do not have). 
Manual photocopy and one coil (40 meters) included. $55 

National HRO 60. 1952-vintage AM/CW receiver covering 50khz - 54mhz using 
plug-in coils. Uses the famous National "PW" mechanical dial for tuning but 
also has a dial scale. Steel gray finish. This one comes with the standard 
4 coils, A, B, C, and D. The paint is good but it has 5 noticable chips 
on the front and some chips and scratches on the top and sides. It works, 
but not great. No restoration has been done so I wouldn't run it too long 
before doing a capacitor replacement job. Includes dial scales for coils 
A through D too. Manual copy. $299 

National wooden coil case for 3 HRO 60 coils. Strictly for collectors. $45 

Barker & Williamson 5100-B AM/CW transmitter. 1956-vintage AM transmitter 
with 145 watts of input. Internal VFO. Very stable. TVI-free. This one is 
gorgeous. Not a mark on the front panel and hardly any anywhere else. 


The dial scale is yellowed, but I have a replacement dial for it. 
TerifFic transmitter! Near-mint. It works but no restoration has been 
done. With original manual. $249 

Gonset G-76 HF transciever. 1960-vintage AM transciever covering 80 - 6 
meters. Mobile 12 volt or base station operation using external power 
supplies. Made famous by a series of articles in Electric Radio 
magazine. This one has obviously been mobile. It has a few scrapes on 
the front panel paint and many on the cabinet. But it has no mods and 
still looks very good. Works okay but RX is pretty drifty. Manual 

copy. $199 

Gonset G-76 AC power supply. Same form factor as G-76 with eagle logo on 
front left. Lots of case scratches. Front panel is very good. Works 
well. $199 

Gonset G-28 base station. 10 meter AM/CW trasnmitter/receiver. RX and TX 
on separate VFOs. S-meter, squelch, spotting. 48 watts input. This one 
has a squirelly VFO and lots of wear. Two knobs are wrong. Works. $69 
Clegg Apollo 700 6 meter linear amplifier. 10 watts input delivers 700 
watts out. Styled to match Clegg Venus transciever. Uses a pair of 8236 
finals ($29 each at AES). 3 meters cover everything. This one looks good 
but needs new finals. 50 ohms in and out. $299 as-is or $375 with new 
finals installed. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 16:29:22 1995 

Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 14:59:18 -0600 

Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9501061317 .A538979657 -0100000@LAGUNA.EPCC .EDU> 
From: BOBME@LAGUNA.EPCC.EDU 

Subject: Plug-in coils 


I have several plug-in coils made by PACENT. They appear to be brand new 
and in the original boxes. I don't know what radios they were used in, 
but I have no need for them. If anyone is interested, I could give a 
complete inventory of how many and what inductances. 

Bob, NOHDH 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 16:36:50 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 15:07:30 -0600 

Message-Id: <9501062131.AA100348@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu> 
From: rdkeys@csemail 

Subject: Re: Plug-in coils 


I have several plug-in coils made by PACENT. They appear to be brand new 
and in the original boxes. I don't know what radios they were used in, 
but I have no need for them. If anyone is interested, I could give a 
complete inventory of how many and what inductances. 

Bob, NOHDH 


VV VV VV MV 


Pacent does not ring any bells. 


What are the sizes of the coils approximately, and what are the plug 
pinouts? 


TU 
Bob/NA4G 
rdkeys@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 17:43:10 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 16:09:29 -0600 

Message-Id: <199501062205.0AA14250@hobbes.UCSC .EDU> 
From: haynes@cats.ucsc.edu (Jim Haynes) 

Subject: Re: Plug-in coils 


I have several plug-in coils made by PACENT. They appear to be brand new 
and in the original boxes. I don't know what radios they were used in, 
but I have no need for them. If anyone is interested, I could give a 
complete inventory of how many and what inductances. 

Bob, NOHDH 


VV VV VV NV 


Louis Pacent, Pacent Electronics Company was a radio components manufacturer 

in the early days. I'm under the impression that they catered mainly to 

home builders; don't know if the company survived into the days of manufactured 
radio equipment. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 23:25:59 1995 

Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 21:53:16 -0600 

Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9501062012 .A538983263 -0100000@LAGUNA.EPCC.EDU> 
From: BOBME@LAGUNA.EPCC.EDU 

Subject: Re: Plug-in coils 


On Fri, 6 Jan 1995 rdkeys@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu wrote: 

> 

> I have several plug-in coils made by PACENT. They appear to be brand new 
> and in the original boxes. I don't know what radios they were used in, 


Pacent does not ring any bells. 


What are the sizes of the coils approximately, and what are the plug 
pinouts? 


VV VV VV VV WV 


TU 
Bob/NA4G 
rdkeys@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu 


VVVV Vv 


Physical size: outside Dia. 2 3/8 inches 
thickness: 1 inch 


The pinout is simple: 1 male pin and 1 female socket 


Surely someone knows what these thing are and what they are used for. 
May some of you could use these coils in an ancient BA. 


Bob, NOHDH 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 10:57:56 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 09:16:04 -0600 

Message-Id: <m0rQGLo-QQQUHHC@twisto.eng.hou.compaq.com> 
From: David=Douglas%Sys=Msmt%Sys=Hou@bangate.compaq.com 
Subject: power supply 


All, 


I'm still on the lookout for a RCA RBB power supply, manual and schematic. 
Any Leads? 


Also about the baby boomers, I'm 29 and just getting started... 


Thanks 
David / KA5MSL 


David=Douglas%Sys=Mgsmt%Sys=Hou@bangate.compaq.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 11:28:44 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 09:58:19 -0600 

Message-Id: <9501061621.AA103142@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu> 
From: rdkeys@csemail 

Subject: Re: power supply 


All, 


I'm still on the lookout for a RCA RBB power supply, manual and schematic. 
Any Leads? 


VV VV WV 


Good Luck! 


Most of the receivers I have seen were without power supply (some minor 


exceptions). For some reason, the power supplies and power cables seem 
to have often been lost with that set. I would love to run across one 
myself (actually two would do to power mine), and also the cables. 


I have a few pages out of the manual for the RBC (identical companion HF 
receiver to the RBB). The power supplies were essentially the same, as 
well as the cabling, so you should be able to easily power it up. 

If you can't find the RBB schematics, I will see what I have and offer 
to make a copy if you still need it. 


The Filaments require 5 amps at 6.3 vac (PROVIDED you jumper around the 
HF oscillator tube filament series resistances that normally take 18 vac). 


The Plates require 180 vde at about 100 ma. I use 150 vac from a 120vac 
isolation transformer to give a suitable voltage and current. DO NOT 
ATTEMPT TO PUT 250 vdce ON THE PLATES --- YOU WILL BE SORRY IF YOU DO! 
(Not to mention all the resistors and caps you might have to replace.) 


The RBB/RBC are magnificent and very hot receivers with GREAT selectivity 
at RF/IF/and AUDIO. The dial calibration sucks, but is typical of the 
period (very fast). There is a dial logging scale that is useful. 

The audio will drive a speaker nicely. The RBC makes a good SWL receiver, 
but is not a very good ham receiver. The RBB makes a fair to good ham 
boatanchor receiver, with somewhat better dial calibration. The audio 
selectivity is what is a real nicety on these receivers. 


> 
> Also about the baby boomers, I'm 29 and just getting started... 


A young squirt, fer sure, amongst us ol' farts..... (Gn a ee 
> 

> Thanks 

> David / KA5MSL 

> 

> David=Douglas%Sys=Mgmt%Sys=Hou@bangate.compaq.com 

> 


73/Bob/NA4G 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKAAKK 


x 73 TU SU VA DE NA4G *“*Boat Anchor Bob'', an ol' CW fart. x 
KIKI IKK IK AI IIIA IKI IIIA IK II IIIA IKI I III IKK TEI I IIIA IIA I IIIA IKI I IIIA IAAI IIIA AK. 
x Morse has been in the family for over 100 years. * 


x Morse radiotelegraphy (Spark/CW) has been in the family since 1914. * 
KI KKI KKK KKK III IK KIKI III IKK III II IKK III III KIKI IKI KIKI III IIIA IIIA IK KK 
*x May you have fair winds and following seas on your watch at the key. *x 
KI KIK KK IKK KIKI KIKI KIKI KIKI KIKI III KIKI III II KIKI III III III IK III III IK IKK KI 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 11:36:23 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 10:06:58 -0600 

Message-Id: <OQ1HLIVS5PXOIAOOOQOET@utrcgw.utc.com> 

From: QUACK <MUSCORJ@hsdwl.utc.com> 

Subject: Prices 


With the friends I've got in the radio club theres always good equipment at 
very reasonable prices available. A Drake R-8 was just bought for $600 in like 
new condition by a friend of mine. Of course, I paid over $400 back in the '70s 
for my first 390A. 

Its " How bad do you want it and how fast." 

My 1970 Duster which I bought new for $2840 is for sale at $6000 and it needs 
an engine and tranny rebuild. 

Oh yeah-my Zenith is made in St. Joseph, Missouri. 


QUACK 

From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 15:09:50 1995 

Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 13:13:58 -0600 

Message-Id: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950106140318.12959C -100000@access4.digex.net> 


From: Tony Stalls <rstalls@access.digex.net> 
Subject: Re: Prices 


On Fri, 6 Jan 1995, QUACK wrote: 


> With the friends I've got in the radio club theres always good equipment at 
> very reasonable prices available. 


I won't make a profit from selling things to close friends. Good friends 
are worth more than that and more than one friendship has been ruined 


over money matters. 


> A Drake R-8 was just bought for $600 in like new condition by a friend 
> of mine. 


The R-8 is a funny item. I've seen a lot of them offered for sale at very 
reasonable prices. It makes me suspicious of them. 


> My 1970 Duster which I bought new for $2840 is for sale at $6000 and it needs 
> an engine and tranny rebuild. 


You must really love that Duster! ;%) 


13% 


Tony 
K4KYO 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 13:45:49 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 12:16:04 -0600 

Message-Id: <m0rQJAS-0004GKC@aupair.cs.athabascau.ca> 
From: tech@cs.athabascau.ca (Richard Loken) 

Subject: re: Prices and Widows 


VK2KFU says: 


>price for the stuff. One old chap knew his time was nigh, and actually 
>invited someone from the Office to come down and pull his shack apart, 
>and get a good price for it as the next "Trash and Treasure" sale. 


Now for context, I am 43 and my wife is 33 and I don't have a fatal ilness... 


I told my wife recently that I had informed a friend that in the event of my 
death he was to tear apart the shack and mate the gear to the manuals and 
sell it. Said wife said in a hurt tone, "You car more for your ham gear then 
you do for me..." 


"Not so", said I, "Ross can sell it for its value and the purchaser will get 
the gear and all the related documentatation. You would sell it a garage sale 
and under 10c on the dollar, this way you get some money." 


This is one of those things we should all think of. Do you want your KWS1 sold 
for scrap or that filing cabinet of manuals sent to the land fill? Do you 

want you wife trying to figure out what that stuff is, in and among all her 
other problems? 


Richard Loken VE6BSV, Systems Programmer - VMS : "...underneath those 
Athabasca University : tuques we wear, our heads 
Athabasca, Alberta Canada : are naked!" 

xx tech@cs.athabascau.ca xx : - Aurthor Black 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 14:17:23 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 12:47:08 -0600 

Message-Id: <9501061911.AA100695@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu> 
From: rdkeys@csemail 

Subject: re: Prices and Widows 


> 

> VK2KFU says: 

> 

> >price for the stuff. One old chap knew his time was nigh, and actually 


> >invited someone from the Office to come down and pull his shack apart, 
> >and get a good price for it as the next "Trash and Treasure" sale. 

> 

some minor stuff deleted..... 


This is one of those things we should all think of. Do you want your KWS1 
sold for scrap or that filing cabinet of manuals sent to the land fill? Do 
you want you wife trying to figure out what that stuff is, in and among all 
her other problems? 


Richard Loken VE6BSV, Systems Programmer - VMS : "...underneath those 


VV VV VV MV 


Interesting points, and the ol' addage.... ‘‘do it BEFORE ya die'' holds. 


I left strict word with the XYL that if I kicked el bucketo, that one 
of my longtime collector/ham/boatanchorite/friends should get the works, 
in the way of anything related to radio, to get it all out of her hair. 
It, in reality, is not worth all that much, and I would rather it ALL 
go to a friend who has shared the wisdom/art/craft/fun/etc of a long 
time in boatanchordom, in total, and let the the crowds crow, than be 
broken up and dismantled piecemeal, even if it were worth a grand or 
two. 


Anyway, IF it were my time to go on that final 600 meter watch, I hope 
that I have enough time at hand to unload it to said custodian, a few 
days/weeks ahead of sailing. That way, I would know it all was in good 
hands, before *‘departure''...... (:ttt..... 


In the dozen or so estate *‘auctions'' or *‘sales'' among boatanchorites 

of the first water that I have been around over the past 20 or so years, 

only TWO of the XYL's had the least bit of knowledge as to what was what. 
Those TWO did, because they actively took a part in their OM's boatanchordom. 
These were the collections where people came from all over the world to bid. 
The types where there may be hundreds of pieces of prime/pristine/museum 
quality stuff around. Generally, for the lesser collections, and the 
garage junkie type of boatanchorite quasi-collector like me, the XYL's 

are not much aware of anything but the JUNK of it all. A sad but true note. 


That is the unfortunate way in my shack...... and the reason why I would 
rather get it ALL out the door in one swoop, before the tax man or the 
probate junkies could even get near it, to a like-thinking boatanchorite 

of the first water that >>> I <<< know would be prone to care for the stuff 
in a reasonable manner. That way, >>> I <<< would rest better on that 
final 600 meter watch..... As I have said several times before, *‘We 

are but the temporary custodians of the wisdom, the art, the craft, and 

the hardware of boatanchordom. '' 


Enuf said, on such a dreary topic...... Lets stoke them filaments TONITE 
and get some nice warm glow outta them! Make them spark a little an' 
burn a real hole or two in the ether, NOW, not after we are gone! 
Bob/NA4G 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKAK 


*x 73 TU SU VA DE NA4G *“Boat Anchor Bob'', an ol' CW fart. x 
KIKI KAKI KKK III KI KIKI III KKK III II IKK III III KIKI III III IIIA III IIIA IIIA KK 
x Morse has been in the family for over 100 years. * 


x Morse radiotelegraphy (Spark/CW) has been in the family since 1914. * 
KK KI KKK KKK III KIKI KIKI IKI IKK IIIA III III III III II IIIA IIA III III IIIA IK 
*x May you have fair winds and following seas on your watch at the key. x 
KI KKI KKK KKK III KI KKK III II KIKI III IKK III III III III IK III III IK III III II KIKI KKK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 12:02:30 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 10:32:25 -0600 

Message-Id: <9501061632.AA21405@bobcat.etsu.edu> 

From: wier@bobcat.etsu.edu (Bob Wier) 

Subject: Re: Prices/The Herd 


At 6:23 PM 1/5/95 -0600, RICHARD_HUMPHREY@hp5200.desk.hp.com wrote: 
|Is this lunacy because we're coming up on the 50th anniversary of 
|the end of WWII? Will this stuff be back down to $40 when the 55th 
|rolls around and everyone's forgotten what the big deal was? 
|Richard 

| N6ONAE 


I think Richard may well be on track here. I read somewhere (can't remember 
where) that antique autos seem to have a "peak" interest and price plateau. 
At this point the value of cars made in the 50's and early 60's are rising 
whereas those earlier have stabilized or are starting to decline... 


Or at least that's what some investment letters are saying - dunno if it's 
true... 


THANKS & 73 de WB5KXH 


-- Round Up the Usual Disclaimers! -- 
Bob Wier, CS Dept., East Texas State University 
wier@bobcat.etsu.edu - keeper of the 
Motorola MC68HC11, Photo-3D, SD3D, 
Icom Radio and Overland Trails mailing lists 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 11:21:39 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 09:48:34 -0600 

Message-Id: <9501061606.AA103126@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu> 
From: rdkeys@csemail 

Subject: RBM naming and other trivia 


:>>:I doubt it was me, because I have the LF RX of the RBM and I would love 
:>>:to have s schematic to the beast so I could figure out how to get power 
:>>:into it and maybe a page with the alignment points for the RF and IF. 
:>>: 

:>>:Bob/NA4G 

:>>:rdkeys@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu 

D>>: 

Bob, 


What does the RBM stand for? 


David Kirkpatrick N1RBM, Sequoia Systems, Marlboro, Ma 
davidk@sequoia.com 


VV VV VV VV VV VV VV WV 


You know, in 25 years of playing with this junque, I have never exactly 
understood how the Navy nomemclatured it material. The first letter 
stands for the type of equipment T=transmitter, R=receiver, but I have 

no idea what the BM stands for, other than the next in an assigned series 
of type numbers. There was a history of Naval Communications Electronics 
put out by the Navy that I read a few years back, but it gave no 
indication as to how the naming system was arrived at. Some of the 
earliest receivers were the RBA (used type 24 tubes mostly). I have the 
manual to that one, and it was designed in two sections, about 18 inches 
cubed, one being the RF half of the receiver and the other being the 

AF half of the receiver. It took up an entire desk operating console 

all by itself. 


The does not seem to be a lot of logic to it, since something like the 
RU receiver dating from the mid-1930's for aircraft use uses two letters 
while the RBA used three letters and dates from about 1928 or so. 

Some of the early transmitter naming is also rather obtuse, with two 

or three letters, and some experimental limited production rigs designed 
at the Naval Research Lab in Washington (dating from WWI days) using the 
first letter X. 


I may see if I can dig out that Naval Communications Electronics history 
from the bilges of our Govdocs repository, and see if there is anything 
more that I have missed. 


There is a second type naming number such as CE-12345 which tells the 
manufacturer and possibly a contract or series number. There is a set 

of codes such that **CG'' may be GE while **CND'' may be RCA or one of its 
subcontractors like Andrea Radio Corp., etc., for the prefix, and 

the number that follows is some kind of series number maybe (HELP from 

ol' Navy salts here would be appreciated. Surely there are one or two 

on the Boatanchors list that understands the Navy naming conventions and 
type numbering system better than I do.) 


The RBM radio receiving equipment was a pair of receivers with dynamotor 
power supplies that were portable, and possibly also used in some aircraft. 
There was a low freq recever and a high freq recever with a pair of power 
power supplies that were designed to work with the TBW/GO/TDE transmitters. 
(The transmitters are all identically circuited but the TBW was designed 
for field portable use by landing parties, while the GO went in patrol 
aircraft like the PBY, and the TDE was the fixed shore station equivalent. 
The TDE may also have been used aboard small ships like destroyers.) 


The RBM is a fairly hot receiver sensitivity-wise and not too bad on 

IF selectivity and they have tuned audio filters, but it is very broad 

and fast on the tuning dial. The tubes are things like 12SG7's in the 

RF and IF, so there is a high gain, but the dial mechanism leaves a lot 
to be desired (typical of the period). The design looks like a typical 
GE design, but I am not sure who the actual designer of the set was. 

It ‘‘reads'' looking at the layout and the circuitry, like GE receivers 
of the period. 


I was planning to use mine for 160 meter and 600 meter receiving, 

for which service it should do relatively well. I like the broad 
passband of about 6khz for monitoring the width of 600 meters. 

I would like to compare the receiver with my commercial regenerative 
receivers on the marine MF band, to see just how good it is or isn't. 
On 160, with the audio filter in, it is fair to good, and generally 
usable. 


The HF receiver has about 1/4 inch dial per 100kc --- very fast 
tuning. It is also equally sensitive. Both sets had only headphone 
output with a weak audio output stage from what I have been able to 
gather. I am not sure if there was a companion speaker for the set. 


73 


Bob 
NA4G 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 12:48:54 1995 


Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 11:19:05 -0600 

Message-Id: <"Macintosh */PRMD=MOT /ADMD=MOT /C=US/"@MHS> 
From: Scott_Johnson-AZAX60@email.sps.mot.com 

Subject: RE- Baby Boomers? 


Subject: Time: 9:48 AM 
OFFICE MEMO RE: Baby Boomers? Date: 1/6/95 

I'm 30 and have been a rabid, sick collector of BA's, both military and 
civilian, since I was about ten years old. I would pull my wagon up to the 
Cable TV head end site and rummage through their garbage for all of the 
firebottles they would throw away on a regular basis. You have to be a serious 
collector when you grow up in a small Wyoming town, as there was no electronics 
industry, nor a bountiful number of hams to help elmer, which brings me to a 
point. It is high time we educate some of the younger (and older) appliance 
operator type hams about our passion. It is contagious. Sometimes, I feel that 
there are some of us who would like to keep our hobby to ourselves, possibly 
because we feel that leaves us with a larger pot of equipment to buy. 
Personally, I would like to keep the nostalgia end of the amateur spectrum alive 
for generations to come. Fostering interest in old equipment and methods may 
also help us preserve band space for some of our not-so -spectrally-efficient 
modes we like so much. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 09:59:01 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 08:28:53 -0600 

Message-Id: <950106141943_71333.144_DHQ82-3@CompuServe.COM> 
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

Subject: RS-6 Radios For Sale 


RS-6 "Spy" Radios For Sale 


CONTACT: Don Merz, N3RHT: 47 Hazel Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15228 
412-234-8819 (weekdays, EST or leave a message anytime). 


Radio Station RS-6. Issued to pilots flying over enemy lines and "spies" 
operating behind the lines during the 50's and 60's cold war. This is a 
little 4-part rig that cables together into a slick HF set. Transmitter has 
fold-out telegraph key. Each unit is about the size of a small cassette 
recorder. All four units included. The sets had several accessories, all 
pretty scarce: Instruction cards, earphone, antenna clamps and waterproof 
bags. If you're not familiar with this radio, send me a SASE and I'll send 
you a photocopy of the write-up from the February, 1993 AWA Old Timer's 
Bulletin. I have six sets, all untested. A manual photocopy included with 
each set but all accessories are sold separately. 

1. Complete, very good: $259 
2. Complete, very good: $259 
3. Complete, good: $229 


4. Complete, good: $229 
5. Complete, fair-good: $199 
6. No power cables. Transmitter power connector has been modified. 
Fair: $169 
RS-6 Accessories: Instruction Cards (laminated photocopies): $6/set 
Earphone with cord and clip: $14 
Antenna clamps: $8/set 
Waterproof bags, used: $35/set of four 
RS-6 parts sets: Call me--I have several in varying stages of disrepair. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 09:32:48 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 08:03:24 -0600 

Message-Id: <9501061400.AA133325@rs2> 

From: dsnowden@ccd.harris.com (Doug Snowden) 

Subject: Safe Packing 


Over the past year or so I have dealt with several people on the net / 

usenet and have had no problems in making fair trades or deals. I have 
pretty much gotten what I expected. If not, it was usually my fault for 

not asking enough questions about the gear I was getting. The big problem 

I have had is with people not packing the shipment well enough. I once 
bought an air variable transmitting capacitor from a guy and he sent it 

in a box that fit the capacitor almost exactly, with zero packing material 

in the box. Essentially the capacitor was surrounded by a peice of cardboard! 
Needless to say, there were several breaks in the ceramic insulators. I 

did some gluing and kept it. 


Yesterday I received an FT-102 / FV102DM via UPS and the guy did much the same. 
He used pieces of cut up box to isolate the radio from the box. There was 
about two fistfulls of popcorn in the box. The FT-102 suffered a hit somewhere 
in shipment and the vfo assembly seems to have been jarred loose. It moves 
within the radio. Still works, but I'll need to secure it. 


I received some transmitting tubes a couple of days ago that ** were xx 
packed the way you should pack them. They were in separate boxes that were 
in a much larger box and surrounded with lots of popcorn beads. No problem. 


The point is: If you are going to send a valuable item through the mail or 
UPS, you had better pack it in such a way that if it breaks the carrier 

will honor the insurance claim. They would laugh at me if I put in a claim 
for the FT-102. I think ( please don't quote me) that UPS requires that 
things be packed double boxed. If you are sending a piece of equipment it 
needs to be in an inner box that is separated from the outer box by at least 
2 inches. If you don't do at least that much, then don't bother to insure 
the item. You are going to have problems with the person you are dealing 
with if you don't pack properly. When I pack something I try and pack it 


such that it can be dropped from a few feet or even thrown against a wall 
and still survive. If you don't have the material, then take it to one 

of those mailing services and let them do it right. Dont pack power supplies 
or heavy transformers, etc with a transmitter. 


etc etc etc etc 


Most of you know this and practice this, but there are some out there that 
don't seem to have a clue. Practice safe packing..... 


73's Doug, NATIJ 
dsnowden@ccd.harris.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 11:29:45 1995 

Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 09:59:14 -0600 

Message-Id: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950106103849 .19388F -100000@access1.digex.net> 
From: Tony Stalls <rstalls@access.digex.net> 

Subject: Re: Safe Packing 


Doug, 


That's a sad story about the way that capacitor was packed. Gluing the 
ceramic insulator may or may not work, depending on the conductive 
properties of the glue and where the breaks are. I think I would have 
made a claim with the shipper. UPS? They're good about paying claims. 
You could have then bought a new capacitor. 


There's a small moving and storage company near where I live and I buy 
double-walled appliance boxes that are made to pack up microwave ovens. 
They cost $3.50 each. I wrap the item to be shipped first in clear heavy 
plastic that you use for vapor barrier in construction. (A 100 foot roll 
is about $15 at a handyman store.) I then wrap it in bubble wrap. After 
that, I put about a 6 or 8 inch bed of foam peanuts in the box, then the 
bubble wrapped radio goes in, and then I fill up the space with peanuts to 
the point that I Have to put pressure on the box lid to close it. I then 
tape it securely with clear cellophane tape that the movers use. The cost 
for boxing something like that is around $10. Everything I've shipped that 
way has made it in good shape, including things that weigh 70 pounds and 
more. 


The down side of it is that the UPS place here frequently wants to look 
inside the box. I've protested and sometimes it works, sometimes it 
doesn't. They never put things back as well as I packed them, but it has 
worked out that nothing has been broken. 


A way around that is to call the UPS 800 number in your phone book and ask 
for a pickup. It costs $5 and the hardest part is that you have to get an 


accurate weight on the item. It's best to add 5 pounds to save the hassle 
of it being overweight. The real benefit is that you don't have to truck 
your big BA box halfway across the universe (my UPS P/U point is a 
half-hour drive each way) and stand then in line <seemingly forever>. The 
five bucks is a bargain! 


73% 


Tony 
K4KYO 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 15:50:18 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 14:15:50 -0600 

Message-Id: <199501062009 .MAA13855@hobbes .UCSC . EDU> 
From: haynes@cats.ucsc.edu (Jim Haynes) 

Subject: Re: Stroboconn 


As I recall there was an article about this machine in some magazine like 
Radio Electronics back in the 50s. So if you can find a library with old 
magazines... Probably the author was Richard H. Dorf, who wrote a series 
on electronic musical instruments for Radio Electronics, also wrote some 
books on the same topics, and was head of the Schober electronic organ kit 
company. 


The Stroboconn does more than just give a good pitch for tuning up an 
orchestra or band. It has strobe wheels for all the notes of the scale. 
So you could play any instrument into its microphone and tell note by note 
whether they were in tune. That is, you might have an instrument that 

is in tune for the standard pitch of A, but some of its other notes 

would be out of tune. Or you could use it to tune a piano or organ, 

tho Real Tuners do it by ear, using a system of beat frequencies among 
various notes. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 10:12:14 1995 

Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 08:39:05 -0600 

Message-Id: <Q1HLJZTYOVDEQO4VU8@sedalia.sinet.slb.com> 

From: frost@houston.omnes.slb.com (Alan Frost @ 713 952-7891) 
Subject: Subscription 

Gentle folk - 

I would like to subscribe to this list. My address is: 


frost@houston.omnes.slb.com 


Thank you 


Alan Frost Omnes Houston TX 
Product Manager Satellite Services Office 713 952 7891 
Internet frost@houston.omnes.slb.com FAX 713 952 7895 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 10:36:42 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 09:06:19 -0600 

Message-Id: <950106141651_71333.144_DHQ82-1@CompuServe. COM> 
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

Subject: TCS Gear For Sale 


TCS and TBX Military Gear For Sale 


CONTACT: Don Merz, N3RHT: 47 Hazel Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15228 
412-234-8819 (weekdays, EST or leave a message anytime). 


INTRODUCTION TO THE TCS: The TCS radio set was designed by Collins for 
intership communication on the HF bands. The TCS was found on most small 
and mid-size US Navy vessels from 1943 through 1960. Many thousands were 
made, some by Collins, mostly by other subcontractors. The set consists 
of a separate transmitter and receiver, dynamotor power supply, 3 cables, 

a remote control box with speaker and an antenna tuner for short whip 
antennas. Also available were a plug-in noise limiter for the receiver, 

a 100vac60cps power supply and a spares kit consisting of 2 chests full 

of parts. The TCS transmitter was notorious for its chirpy CW signal. 

The receiver is stable, but noisy. The combination is a fun rig to operate. 


Collins TCS-12 Radio. Transmitter, Receiver, Dynamotor, Cables, noise 
limiter kit, antenna loading coil, cables and control box. All except the 
control box and loading coil are made by Collins and excellent, unused in 
their original military shipping boxes. The control box and loading coil 
are used in good condition. The transmitter and receiver have some scuffs 
at the corners (from being improperly repacked after they had been opened). 
And the receiver has a small chip of paint off of the face. But (except 
for the control box and loading coil) everything looks excellent or better. 
The transmitter is gray and the receiver is black. The dynamotor supply and 
noise limiter kit are brand new, unopened in the original packaging. 

Last "12" set left. Incredible! $399 

TCS-5. Early Collins-made TCS set with gray transmitter and black receiver. 
These are not quite new-in-the-box, but they look absolutely sparkling. 
With antenna loading coil (used), noise blanker kit (new-in-box), cables and 
control box (used) and complete spares kit plus dynamotor supply brand new 
in unopened wooden crate. Excellent+. Last "5" set left. $399 


Collins TCS dynamotor supply. New-in-unopened-packaging. Mint. $119. One left. 


Collins TCS noise limiter kits. New-in-packaging. $19 each. 3 left. 
TCS spares kit. New-in-unopened-original-packaging. $69. One left. 
Collins TCS-12 110vac supply PP-380/U. The most rare TCS accessory. Plug- 


in replacement for the dynamotor supply using same cables. I have several 
of these in varying conditions: 
Parts set, cosmetically and electrically rough: $33 each 
Cosmetically fair and electrically fair: $59 
Cosmetically and electrically very good: $99. One left. 
TBX-6. WWII-vintage transmitter-receiver used by the Marines 
throughout the Pacific war. This one is the most complete set I have 
ever seen. Inside the scruffy, weathered transit case, the set is not 
quite brand new. It includes EVERYTHING: all the canvas bags, radio, 
battery box, hand generator, key, mic, headphones, antennas and a 
almost complete set of spares. Serial number 41. The transit case is 
rough but restorable. The zippers on the canvas bags need work to loosen 
and lubricate them. But the canvas bags look brand new. Overall the 
entire set is in near-mint condition. Many of the accessories are 
untouched in their original packaging. Unbelievable! $1,095 
TBX-6 transmitter/receiver only. WWII marine HF transmitter/receiver. 
With cover and calibration charts. Nice set in excellent condition. $219. 
TBX-8 transmitter/receiver only. Famous WWII-era set used to support all 
of the Marine Corps anphibious landings in the Pacific. Extra-nice original 
condition. $219 
EF-8 gas generator. This is the principle power unit for the TBX. With gas 
can, oil can and spares kit and cable (!--it may be worth is just to find 
that!) all in beat-up transit case. New. Opened, but never used 
and never unsealed. $125 + a big shipping bill. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 15:18:42 1995 

Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 13:43:57 -0600 

Message-Id: <Pine.3.87.9501061145 .A2645-0100000@napalm.ecst.csuchico.edu> 
From: "Chasing the F-2 layer." <kn6al@ecst.csuchico.edu> 

Subject: TCS-12 Trans. wanted: 


Greetings gang, 
I'm looking for a TCS-12 (or later) Transmitter to go with the 
otherwise complete TCS station I've collected. 


In keeping with the thread on prices, the *xmaximumx I would like 
to pay is abt $60.00 for a good clean one. The 2 Rx's I have both working 
were $5.00 and $30.00 (tnx Howard K.) and the NIB dyno at $50.00 
If anyone knows of a TCS tx, preferably on the left-coast pse let 
me know... 
Tnx gang and best 73's! de, 
Carl Gottsmann KN6AL 
P.O. Box 5670 
Chico, Ca. 95927-5670 
(916) 899-8675 


P.S. 


There is one new TCS-12 Dyno supply left at a surplus place in 
San Diego at $50.00 And he also has *xnew*x 220v and 440v motor assys. 
available at $5.00 and $10.00 respectively :) (quantitys unknown) 
Address & phone avail if anyone is interested... :) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 17:41:11 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 16:11:50 -0600 

Message-Id: <9501062211.AA20025@sumter.awod.com> 

From: wb4ijn@awod.com (Steve Thomason) 

Subject: TUBES FOR SALE 


I've got most of my tubes compiled and am going to sell all that I do 
not need to keep as spares. 


I'm going to sell them for 75% of the lowest price offered by places like 
INTERNATIONAL COMPONENTS, ANTIQUE ELECTRONIC SUPPLY, ETC. 


Send me an email note and I will forward you an extract of my Lotus 123 
listing of available tubes. 


73, Steve, WB4IIN 


Internet: wb4ijn@awod.com 
Packet: WBAITIN@N4CIT 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 05:11:01 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 03:41:21 -0600 

Message-Id: <d09CwDx0Q0000000@MHS> 

From: RICHARD_HUMPHREY@hp5200.desk.hp.com 

Subject: WORST BA deal 


It would be more amusing and educational to hear about your worst 
ever deal. Here's mine: 

Ages ago I picked up a Crosley 52, three tube regen set. Still have 
it on the shelf in the living room, acting as a bookend for the ERs. 
It's complete, in fairly nice shape actually. 

Well, the seller mentioned that it might not have the right tubes in 
the right sockets. He had just popped them in to make it look good. 
OK, so I didn't expect it to work. 

After ignoring it for a long, long time, I finally poked around in it 
just to see what might be needed to make it play. All the filaments 
are open, and all the interstage transformers have open windings! So, 
it sits on the shelf, acting like a bookend. Don't remember what I paid, 
it was so long ago, but that's got to be the most useless silly thing I 
ever bought. (Anybody know the tube lineup for a Crosley 52????) 

Second most aggravating ‘deal': Saw on this net about a year ago a 


note about a lady selling her grandfathers ham station. I agreed to buy 
his Ranger and HQ110 for average prices in ER at the time, about $100 for 
the HQ110 and $125 for the Ranger. When I drove to San Francisco to pick 
up the gear, she tells me she sold the HQ110 to someone else for way over 
$200, and an old Halliscratchers for an equal, princely sum of cash. 
Yer nuts, whoever you are, but it ain't my money. Then she tells 
me she's reconsidered on the Ranger price, it's much more expensive given 
the value of the HQ110! I should have walked right there. Somebody had 
bid up the prices to stratosphere levels. Anyway, we haggled and I ended 
up buying the Ranger and a load of useless junk. After unloading the 
junk at several swaps, I bet I still ended up paying nearly $200 for the 
Ranger. Ouch. Final ‘stick in the eye': whoever wanted the HQ110 and 
the Halli so desperately backed out of the deal! They were being 
advertised again about 2 weeks later. 

Don't know who finally got stuck with them at solid gold prices; 
it wasn't me! Now I try not to deal with ‘civilians’. 
Richard 
N6NAE 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 08:08:22 1995 

Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 05:30:51 -0600 

Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9501060613 .B572532984-0100000@wmich.edu> 
From: X90GALBRAIT1@wmich. edu 

Subject: RE: WORST BA DEAL 


Civilians! Whew...sometime last year I got a call from a lady who got my 
number from a friend of a friend-she had a basement full of old radio 
parts and gear and wanted me to take a look. Well, there was a Heath 
SB-line and some odds and ends...mostly old capacitors that her OM had 
salvaged from TVs and such, and some useful stuff like tubes and test 
equipment. I told her I was interested and offered her a fair price for 
the stuff (I wasn't able to test anything, so gave her 75% of market 
value). Well, it turned out to be a decent deal, but had to explain to 
her many times that a certain piece of gear was a speaker...she wouldn't 
stop insisting it was worth over $1000!!! Oh well, she's a nice lady and 
I'm going to her place to next week to fix her TV :) Funny how these 
things workout-I gained some neat radio parts and she got a temporary 
grandson-repairman. 


On a more serious note, I recently heard from a guy with a Ranger II that 
had been out of service since ‘67. I told him I'd pay a fair price for 
it and he told me he'd love to sell it to me and see it on the air 

again. Well, the rig was in nice shape on the outside, but he said it 
hadn't been modulating when it went off the air and that now the power 
cord was crumbled. I told him -honestly- that I'd have to replace all 
the paper/wax caps, electrolytics and high-resistance resistors which 
typically (near always) go bad with age--no big deal. I'm thinking 
$100-125 as a generous offer, after all the mod problem could've been at 


worst the mod transformer. Well, later the guy gets back to me and 
says someone offered him $350 'as-is' and he wondered "what I wanted to 
do IF ANYTHING"...geez so much for a deal. 


I 


just hope whoever is paying $350 for a Ranger II ‘as-is' isn't a 


government official in financial affairs! Sounds like the reasoning 
which accounted for $750 pipe wrenches back in the 80s :) 
73, Chris 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 16:31:23 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 15:02:11 -0600 

Message-Id: <9501061517 .AA04700@mirage> 

From: mirage! pamars@uhura.neoucom.EDU (P.A.Marshal1) 
Subject: Re: WORST BA deal 


RICHARD_HUMPHREY@HP5200.desk.hp.com writes: 


VV VV VV VV VV VV OV 


Ages ago I picked up a Crosley 52, three tube regen set. Still have 
it on the shelf in the living room, acting as a bookend for the ERs. 
It's complete, in fairly nice shape actually. 

Well, the seller mentioned that it might not have the right tubes in 
the right sockets. He had just popped them in to make it look good. 
OK, so I didn't expect it to work. 

After ignoring it for a long, long time, I finally poked around in it 
just to see what might be needed to make it play. All the filaments 
are open, and all the interstage transformers have open windings! So, 
it sits on the shelf, acting like a bookend. Don't remember what I paid, 
it was so long ago, but that's got to be the most useless silly thing I 
ever bought. (Anybody know the tube lineup for a Crosley 52????) 


Richard, 


I 


had thought I would be able to quote a source on your model 52, but 


no luck. But I am very sure that the lineup was just three 'OQ1As, 
this is how the 51, XI and the XL wre tubed, and is how the type V and 
the two stage A.F. amp were tubed. Seeing as how the 52 was these two 
units in a single box, I think this is a safe bet. 


On the subject of Crosleys, has anyone seen or operated a Crosley AC-7? 
This is the only rec'vr I can think of the had a filament curent meter. 
This was used 1) to check grid bias setting (via a front panel control) 
and 2) to check the leakage of the powersupply filter caps, if leakage 
was too high, following the instructions basicly resulted in reforming 
the caps. 


Al Marshall "Real Radios Glow in the Dark" almarshall@acm. org 


As nightfall does not come at once, neither does oppression. In both 

instances, there is a twilight when everything remains seemingly unchanged. 

And it is in such twilight that we all must be most aware of change in the 

air--however slight--lest we become unwitting victims of the darkness. 
Justice William 0. Douglas 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jan 6 13:59:56 1995 
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 12:30:26 -0600 

Message-Id: <9501061827 .AA24684@Cybernetics.NET> 

From: ab4el@Cybernetics.NET (Stephen Modena) 

Subject: WwW BOATANCHORS 


There is now World Wide Web (WWW) access to the BOATANCHORS archive. 
Point your WWW client, such as Lynx (textual-mode) or Mosaic (GUI-mode): 


http: //www.thePorch.com 


Choose "AB4EL", which will lead to this screen: 


AB4EL HOMEPAGE ON THEPORCH(TM) 


An experimental Web access to ham radio items courtesy of ThePorch.com 


* BOATANCHORS archives at SunSITE 
* QRP-L archives at SunSITE 

x Callsign database at Buffalo 

* 

* 


Who is--and How to contact--AB4EL 


73/Steve/AB4EL shimshon@thePorch.com 


